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; Stnators trying to keep an eyo *. u 
military devcIopments In Cuba are 
. painting a somcwhat morc nervous pic- 
ture than President Kernedy did when 
he gave the assurance thcre is no new 
buildup therc. 

' Scn. Wayne Moiw, diairrnan of the 
subcomrnlttec on Latin Amcrican af- 
lairs, said, following a bricting givcn 
' by Sccrctaty of Staie Dcnn Ttusk and 
J-.hn A. McConc, Central Intciligence 
,\gcncy director, tltat the cournry can 
have confidence in tho Prcf?idcnt’s 
st.itcmeiUs on thc Cuban situaiitm. 

However, Scn. Gco.goD. Aikcri rotcd 
Ihal tiie Russians hevo “cnomously 
strong” military and ooliticai torecs on 
tho island. And Scn. Stuart Symingtrm 
said hc is worricd rtbout the numbcr of 
Russian air iorce iw/ronncl among thc 
17,000 to 20.000 Sovict reprcscntativcs 
ln Cuba. Thc higiv»r figure is givcn 
hy Scn. Kcrmeth 13. Koating who ap- 
pcars to have exccJcnt sourccs of his 
own for rtevcloping tnformation on 
whal gocs on wrih our iruculent neigh- 
t>or, only 00 nulos off the coast of FIor- 
idn. 

It is Scri. Aikcn's view that Soviet 
strr-ngth on thc island is growing 
stmngor — this despite what the Presi- 
dcnt had to say -and Sen. Symington 
also belicves that what is in Cuba now 
is “cousidcmbly morc ihan what it was 
a few months ago.” 

The capaclly of Cuba, or ttussian 
lotees located thcrc, to launch an at- 
tack on the Unltod States or on other 
pomts withln thc Westem Hemisphom 
which, according to presidcntial dcfini- 
tion, wo>dd amount to the same thlng, 
has, of coursc, been rhe chief U. S. con- 


d anrt led to last yea r*s direct con- « 
r;’itation and the Jmposing of tha 
s’ ’ rt-l ivcd blockade. 

Jut last year’s lension stemmed frc«n 
thc presence of missiies in Cuba which ' 
gnve tln? Russian forces long-range nu- J 
clear siriking powcr, and the senators i 
anrt thc Presidcnt both appcar equally I 
satisticd that thcse are no longer prea- . 
ent. { 

So the senatrtrs are now raising the ; 
question ot whether somdhing nearly ’ 
as dangerous to hemispheric «ecurity i 
is not emerging In the rcported' 
atrengthening of ot^ier.kihda pf Hupairin | 
lighting power. r ■ 

The President has given na answer^ 
to the nuestion, and ndther did th6' 
senators got the answer from tho/ 
State Dcpartment or CIA during this« : 
week's briefing. Or to put it another *• 
w f ay, in cormcction wlth the brlefing, • 
what the senators were told in the se- f 
crct conicrence did not allay their fears 
that a chollenge to the security of th«; 
United States and its hemispheric *l-; 
lies continues to be presented in an in- j 
creasingly serious form by the Sovlet | 
military buildup which the Prosident | 
is more than inclined lo doubt, but ^ t 
which the senators insist is taking|/ 
place. B : 

It is difficult at tbis point to forget|. 
tliat last yea/s crisis was preceded by a f 
similar conlrast of estlmates t>n events T 
taking place in Cuba. And lt ls to bo , 
hoped that any signHicant chango j 
which may currcntly be going on Jnf 
Cuba-based Communist eapadty for|\ 
making trouble is actually being diag- , V ’ ( 
nosed by the President and his advisere, . 
with coniplete accuracy. One rude 
ewakenine is quite enough. 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500340041-8 



